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his scepticism very charmingly, and there is no picture
more expressive than that which he has given us of a
wine grower making his own wine which formed part
of a lecture at the Musee Social on the "Wine Crisis in
France and the Wine Growers' Associations/'
"A reason for the slight development of co-operation
in wine growing must no doubt be sought in the first
place in the very individualistic and suspicious character
of the French peasant, and even the French landowner,
but also in a better sentiment, in the pleasure which the
French proprietor finds in making his own wine, making
it lovingly, and always making it better than his neigh-
bour. This operation is, as it were, the crown and recom-
pense of the year's labour, and it is with religious
solemnity that the proprietor tastes in a silver cup the wine
from his first vat. He doesn't taste it all at once, he looks
at it, turning and bowing towards the north, like the
Mussulman who prays towards Mecca. (This is because
the light is better, as it is for the painter's studio.) He
gives it a rotary movement, he sniffs it, he calls his
*mate* to look at it with him. He rolls it round his
tongue in order to savour first the bouquet, then the
body and then the flavour. Finally he spits it out, not,
you may well imagine, in disgust, but because such is
the ritual, and he concludes, 'Splendid, my wine!' "
Then a little farther on, Charles Gide said prophetically:
"But on the day when the cooperative member, tasting
the society's wine, feels the same satisfaction as in tasting
his own, the day when he can say, 'our wine has suc-
ceeded,' as prou41y as he now says 'my wine has succeeded/
not only great economic but great moral progress will
have been realised."
Under the influence of co-operative ideas and also,
it must be recognised, as a result of the crisis of low wine
prices between 1905 and 1910, a number of co-operative
cellars and distilleries were established in Languedoc.
Later the movement spread to the whole of the Midi^
and then to the other wine-growing districts, Champagne,
Bourgoyne and Touraine. The vineyards of Bordeaux